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History 

Harmony  Association 

Since  Organji^^ation 

On  the  31st  day  of  October,  1879,  a  conven- 
tion of  Brethren  representing  churches  in  Levy 
and  Alachua  Counties  assembled  at  Pine  Grove 
Baptist  Church  near  Waccassassee  post  office 
Levy  County  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  Har- 
mony Association  of  Missionary  Baptists.  Elder 

Ju-  Crumpton  preached  the  introductory  ser- 
mon using  Acts  17th  chapter  aocl  28 in  verse 
a  text,  after  the  sermon  thev  entered  in  to 
the  work  of  organization  and  Elder  W.  N. 
Chedoin  was  elected  Chairman  and  Hon.  Ira 
J,  Carter,  clerfc,  iamporary.  The  articles  and 
rules  of  decorum  were  subscribed  t0  by  all 
th^  Churches  represented. 

The  churches  represented  and  the  delep^tlSfi 
that  were  present  were  as  follows: 

Concord  Otter  Creek  Post  Office,  S.  H.  Vv'or- 
thington,  M.  A.  Beck,  J.  &  Oglesb^  mA  J.  B» 
Lamb. 

Pine  Grove  Vv^accassassr^e  Post  Office,  Simeon 
Sheffield,  Jacob  Dupree,  J.  K.  Sheffield  and  N. 
T.  King. 

Corinth,  Waccassassee  Post  Office,  Charles 
Hodges,  James  E.  Bonifirld  and  E.  h-  Long. 

Elizabeth,  D.  T  .Trammell,  R.  L.  Fucks,  J.  P. 
Faircloth,  S.  J.  Collins  and  Martin  Collins. 

FrankliBj  W,  W.  Folk. 

Jonesville,  Thomas  M.  Kirbyt     &  smd 
L.  J.  Knight. 
Spring  Grove,  W.  J.  Ma/lin  and  G.  W.  Fletch- 

Union,  Leroy  Wood  «id  Ira  Carter. 
Simeon  Sheffield  was  elei^fe^  Moderator 
for  the  ensuing  year  and  Ira  J. -Carter  Clerk. 
Ministers  of  the  Association  at  this  time  were 

as  follows: 

J.  B.  Lamb,  Otter  Creek. 
W.  J.  Martin,  Oldtown. 
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Simeon  Sheflfield,  Waccassassee. 

James  K.  Sheffield,  Waccassassee. 

G.  W.  Fletcher,  Ol^town  Licensee. 

The  seveTEl  B^teiptes  from  IMse  c^urtliiss 
traYSled  on  fiiM^seback  to  Elam  Church  in  Col- 
umbia County  and  met  with  Santa  Pe  River 
Association  and  requested  letters  of  dismission 
from  that  body  whicJ^  were  granted. 

The  first  MiisiDimry  t¥mm  Harmony  Asso- 
ciation wm  Simeon  Sheffield  who  did  local 
work  in  the  Association  organizing  churches 
and  preaching  in  different  communities. 

In  1885,  James  K.  Sheflgaid  was  appointed 
Missionary  to  iMtsLjettm  Ommiy  embr«^g  that 
part  known  as  Dixie  County.  He  war,  paid  a 
salary  by  the  Association,  as  this  was  new 
territory  with  no  churches  and  his  duties  were 
t%  mEB.m%e  and  work  up  a  religious  sentiment 
among  the  people.  He  comenced  by  preaching 
from  different  homes  and  as  enough  joined  they 
would  meet,  cut  logs,  rive  out  boards,  hew  pun- 
cheons 'or  planks  and  erect  churches. 

There  were  men  in  this  territory  that  had 
families  that  had  never  heard  a  sermon  preach- 
ed and  on  Sunday  morning  the  women  and 
children  would  go  from  their  homes  to  the 
church  with  the  hors^  and  cart  or  the  ox  team 
and  the  men  would  take  their  guns  and  do^s 
and  hunt  deer.  Sometimes  during  services 
there  would  be  as  many  as  five  deer  hanging 
up  near  the  Church.  The  men  would  stack 
their  guns  and  listen  to  the  sermon,  after  ser- 
vices they  would  hunt  back  home. 

This  condition  only  lasted  a  short  while, 
they  soon  left  their  guns  at  home  and  v/hen 
they  were  converted  they  were  sincere  and 
developed  the  genuine  old  time  religion. 

From  1883  to  1885  Simeon  Sheffield  and  W. 
J.  Martin  worked  as  Missionary  Pastors  on  the 
east  side  of  Suwannee  River.  In  1886  Simeon 
Sheffield  was  Missionary  on  the  eart  side  of 
Suwanee  River  and  was  to  collect  half  salary 
on  the  field,  the  Association  paid  the  other  half. 
The  Missionary  work  was  suspended  for  a 
number  of  years  after  this. 

Later  the  Association  was  served  by,  J.  S. 
Geiger,  S.  W.  Sheffield,  Z.  A.  Crtimpton,  J.  W. 
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Hilton  and  E.  H.  Ri4enour.,  by  part  pay  from 
the  State  Board.  In  1921  W.  ^  C.  Af  w&lrong 
served  as  Missionary  half  time  A.  B.  Wmt  in 
1928. 

Local  Pastors  who  have  served  as  Pastors 
the  organization: 


D.  F.  Barry 
S.  W.  Smith 
V.  T.  J#hn&on 
J.  E.  Hodge 
C.  M.  Erittan 
J.  H.  Crosby 
H.  M  .King 

P.  W.  Corr 
C.  D.  Parkerson 
-p.  J.  Carrin 
W.  E.  Bilingsley 
S.  W.  Sheffield 
Daivd  Wilson 
Elias  Turner 
.J.  p.  Abbott 
Peter  Lancaster 
R.  p.  Miller 
J.  W.  Quincey 

E.  H.  Newton 
Phate  Johnson 
J.  L.  Norris 

Z.  F.  Golden 
Ben  J.  Urton 
P.  S.  Morgan 


Simeon  Sheffield 
J.  H.  TowM€nd 
W.  J.  Mairtln 
John  B.  Lamb 
Peter  A.  McAllister 
N.  T.  King 
N.  B.  Flummer 
J.  C.  Porter 
G.  S.  Ware 

D.  J.  Stewart 
J.  R.  Douglas 

A.  V.  Pickei^ 
F.  T.  Jones 
Thomas  Hanson 
George  W.  Martin 
R.  W.  Jones 

E.  D.  Boywer 
Andrew  Lynn 
V.  N.  Johnson 
W.  M.  Davis 

B.  R.  Mosley 
S.  S.  Procter 
J.  W.  Hilton 

C.  J.  Bruner 
Z.  A.  Crumpton 

And  probably  others  whom  we  fail  to  re- 
call or  bad  no  record  of,  not  left  off  intention- 
allv. 

About  1890  this  Asso-ciation  lost  Mt.  Horeb, 
Mt.  Nebo  and  Pleasant,  Hill,  they  going  with 
the  churches  of  Lafayette  County  to  opanrze 
the  Lafayette  Association. 

Defunct  Churches:  Levyville,  Oak  Hill,  Lib- 
erty, Corinth,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mile  Branch,  Atsen- 
iota,'  Sardis,  Rosewood,  Judson,  Shiloah,  Eliza- 
beth, Mt.  Zion  and  Shell  Mound.  These 
churches  have  merged  into  present  churches 
a  few  years  ago  then  we  lost  High  Springs  and 
Oak  Hill  to  Santa-Fe  River  Association. 

Moderators    since    organization,  Simeon 


Sheffield,  Norvel  R.  Carter,  S.  W.  Sheffield, 
A.  V.  Pickrin,  James  K.  Sheffield,  H.  S.  Rogers, 
J.  G.  Osteen,  I.  S.  C.  Sheffield,  Ira  J.  Carter, 
N.  T.  King  and  Graham  Carter. 

Clerks  since  organization:  Ira  J.  Cartar,  W. 
J.  Martin,  D.  W.  0@cirge,  J.  P.  Abbott,  N.  E. 
Carter,  J.  E,  Hodge,  W.  P.  Carter,  S.  C.  Cause 
P.  E.  Adams  and  J.  M.  Everett. 

Present  Churches  of  this  Association  and 
their  status: 

CONCORD— Organized  1«76,  ftrmt  Paster 
Simeon  Sheffield,  first  Deacon,  J.  B.  Lamb, 
members  when  organized  12,  present  30,  pres- 
ent Pastor  H.  E.  Chapin,  present- Deacon  O.  W. 
Ca^^i^ii,  first  Smm'^m^  M.  A.  Becic,  present  Sec- 
retary O.  W.  Cason. 

EBENEZER— Organized  1860,  first  Pastor 
Paul  ColsoiXy  first  Deacon  Brother  Tucker, 
members  when  organized  14,  present  70,  pres- 
ent Pastor  W.  D.  Barnes,  present  Deacons,  W. 
P.  Geiger,  J.  M.  Wilkepson,  first  Clerk,  Brother 
Tucker,  present  Clerk  W.  P.  Geiger. 

SUMNER— Organized  1921,  first  Pa-tor  E.  H. 
Rhidenour,  first  Deacons  J.  M.  Vv right,  C.  C. 
Smith,  A.  D.  Williams,  members  when  organiz- 
ed 21,  present  64,  present  Pastor  none,  present 
Deacon  J.  M.  Wright,  first  Clerk  M.  L.  Stud- 
still,  present  Clerk  J.  M.  Wright. 

OTTER  CREEK— Organized  1902,  first  Pas- 
tor J.  W.  Quincey,  first  Deacon  W.  E.  Yearty, 
members  when  organized  15,  present  75,  pres- 
ent Pastor  H.  E.  Chapin,  present  Deacons  W. 
S.  Yearty,  G.  W.  Phelps,  first  Secretary  W.  S 
Yearty.  present  SecretariF  C.  N.  West. 

FOREST  GROVE— Organized  1888,  first  Pas- 
tor. Z.  A.  Crumpton,  first  Deacons  J.  L.  May, 
W.  C.  Bradley,  J.  K.  Wilson,  members  v/hen 
organized  17,  present  156,  presont  Pastor  Grady 
Herndon,  present  Deacons  W.  E.  Pogue,  D.  C. 
Jones,  P.  E.  Carthon,  A^  C.  Fowler,,  first  Clerk 
L.  W.  Knight,  present  Clerk  V.  G.  Howington. 

HARDEETOWN— Organized  1920.  (no  rec- 
ord) first  Deacon  (no  record)  members  when 
organi'i^  18,  present  Sfl^v  present  Pastor  Bro. 
Staiilty,  present  Deacons  W.  B.  Harrison  and 
P.  B.  I-Iarrisnn.  first  Clerk  Mrs.  I-I.  W.  Arring- 
ton,  present  Clerk  Mrs.  H.  W.  Arrington. 
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BETHEL— Organized  1888,  first  Pastor  W,  J. 
Martin,  first  Deacons  G.  P.  Smith,  J.  E.  White, 
members  when  organized  14,  present  196,  pres- 
ent Pastor  A.  S.  Jones,  present  Deacons,  M.  w. 
Douglas,  W.  H.  Bush,  J.  R.  Palmer,  Marion 
Col#(i^M,  tmt  Cltrk,  J.  T.  Everett,  preseat,  I, 
T.  Everett. 

CEDAR  KEY— Organized  1870,  first  Pastor 
Aron  Geiger,  first  Deacons  H.  E.  McLeod,  John 
Wlison,  memfeers  wham  orgamiied  10,  present 
124,  president  Pastor  J.  W,  Gable,  present  Dea- 
cons J.  C.  Kodgcs,  J.  F.  Taylor,  first  Clerk  E. 
A.  McLeod,  present  Secretary  George  V/adley. 

JONESVILLE— Organized  i867,  first  Pastor 
Simeon  S^iy^#ld#  immk:  Bmmm  Enoch  Geiger, 
members  when  organized  10,  present  138,  pres 
ent  Pastor  W.  E.  Hicks,  present  Deacons  Tom 
Kirby,  H.  L.  Hillard,  Eugene  Parker,  Will  Sul- 
livan, William  Sheffield,  first  Clerk  X;J4*  Brown 
present  Clerk  Mrs.  Will  Sullivan. 

CHIEFLAND— Organized  1914,  first  Paston 
J.  W.  GriflRn,  first  Deacons  •  Graham  Carter, 
Leroy  Wood,  A.  D.  Perryman,  members  when 
c^anized  20,  present  151,  present  Pastor  R. 
D.  Bevis,  present  Deacons  Graham  Carter,  B. 
A.  Rodgers,  W.  S.  Young,  A.  D.  Williams,  first 
Clerk  L.  L.  Calloway,  present  Clerk,  J.  N.  Wood 

TRENTON— Organized  1884,  first  Pastor  W. 
J.  Martin,  first  Deacons  W.  H.  Gay,  Gilbert 
Gay,  members  when  organized  25,  present  109, 
proiient  Pastor  R.  J.  O'Briant,  jresent  Deacons 
W.  D.  Carlton,  W.  N.  Johnson,  Frank  Williams, 
first  Clerk  C.  T.  Gay,  present  Clerk  B.  F. 
Williams. 

PINE  QROVE— Organized  1871,  first  Pastor 
Simeon  Shefiield,  first  Deacon  John  B.  Manlin, 
members  v\iien  organized  18,  present  310,  pres- 
ent Pr^f^tor  W.  B.  Kicks,  present  Deacons  Vv^'al- 
tor  McElroy,  P.  E.  Adams,  B.  C.  Adn,ms,  Judson 
McSlroy,  J.  W.  Hogans,  Tom  Swill -y.  W.  B. 
"JcEIroy,  1.  S.  C.  Sheffield,  first  Clerk  J.  K. 
Shefileld,  present  J.  W.  Sheffield. 

NEV/BERRY— Organi'zed  1902,  first  Pastor 
J.  B.  Porter,  first  Deacons  J.  H.  Tucker,  D.  G. 
Rowland,  mambers  when  organi'zed  20,  pres- 
ent members  221,  present  Pastor  H.  H.  Har- 
well, present  Deacons  W.  H.  Tucker,  S.  A. 
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Hussey,  W.  J.  Hamilto®,  Brotlasr  Chapman, 
JW.  H.  Holt,  fimt  Clerk  D.  M.  Barry,  present 
Clerk  Mrs.  S.  A.  Hussey. 

PRiSeiLiLA— Oupinized  1886,  first  Pii.^ton  J. 
K.  Sheffield,  first  Deacoms  W.  M.  Bryant,  G-reaii 
J'Onos,  members  when  organized  20,  present 
124,  present  Pastor  J.  L.  Yoemans,  present 
Dmcoits,  T.  C.  Brjrmn,  R.  R.  Blitoh,  first  Clerk 
J.  L.  Brymm,  present  CSl^rk^  Wall€^  Blitch. 

UNION — Organized  1927,  first  Pastor  J.  R. 
Douglas,  first  Deacons  J.  B.  Snyder,  T.  O. 
Smith,  members  when  organized  75,  preseijt 
124,  prws^iit  Pastor  W.  H.  Barnes,  presemt 
Deacons  J.  B.  Snyder,  T.  O.  Smith,  P.  H.  Smith. 
M.  L.  Langford,  first  Clerk  Pearl  Smith,  pres- 
ent Cleiife,  £^arl  Smith. 

The  Fifth  Sunday  Meetings  ol:  this  Associa- 
tion when  first  adopted  were  known  tlie 
Harmony  Sunday  School  Convention  and  Mis- 
g^lonary  Association  and  the  sessions  were  Fri- 
day, Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  round  table  dis- 
cussion was  enjoyed  by  At  times  it  looked 
like  the  Moderator  would  have  to  call  for  help 
whom  iome  of  the  old  brethren  disagreed  on 
some  subject,  but  order  would  be  restored  and 
the  discussion  continued  until  next  morning 
when  all  would  give  way  for  .some  man  more 
•learned  and  he  would  give  Bible  references, 
then  everyone  would  go  away  declaring  a  great 
time.  One  thing  that  your  committee  wish  to 
mention  here  is  the  scarcity  of  sweet  potato 
pone  and  custard  that  was  carried  to  the 
grounds  and  that  v/as  enjoyed  by  everyone  at 
that  time,  we  know  they  are  considered  out  of 
style  now  but  they  are  good  and  we  recomend 
more  of  them  in  the  future. 

WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  WORK 

This  work  was  first  organized  in  this  Asso- 
ciation in  about  1889  by  Mrs.  M.  A.  Tucker, 
assisted  by  Mrs.  J.  T.  Mendith,  and  they 
a  ixOble  work  with  the  limited  means  that  they 
had  at  that  time,  Mrs.  Tucker  and  Mrs.  Men- 
dith  were  the  first  Presidents  of  this  work. 
Mrs.  Tucker  first,  in  1906,  Mrs.  M.  O.  Sv/illey 
was  elected  A^ice-President  or  presiding  offic^j 


and  later  she  was  elected  as  the  first  W.  M.  U. 
President  and  by  her  untireing  efforts  she  laid 
the  foundation  for  the  W.  M.  U.  as  it  is  with 
us  at  the  present  time.  -Mrs.  S.'P.  -GetMrn  wa^ 
Mrs.  SwilI#F*s  successor,  and  wftl  h#r  spirited 
zeal  she  has  brought  the  W.  M.  S.  to  its  pres- 
ent standard.  Mrs.  Bertha  Green  also  was  elect- 
ed and  served  for  awhile  as  President  and 
made  m  WMiterful  rsport  of  her  work  at  a  ses- 
sion of  the  Associattmi  we  obrort^e  ttiat  in 
churches  where  there  is  a  live  working  W.  M. 
U.  that  we  find  a  live  church  for  truh"  God's 
greatest  creation  was  good  women  and  their 
pi^i^rars  %pi  #iym#st  endeavom  lielp  to  carry 
on  in  '^mff  land  and  country.  We  find  from 
the  records  that  Brother  Forest  Jones  of  Cedar 
Key  was  elected  first  President  of  the  B.  Y. 
P.  U.  in  this  Association  and  Reverend  W.  C. 
Armstrong  was"  the  leader  in  organizing  this 
work.  It  has  had  wonderful  growth  and  accom- 
plished much  good  among  the  young  church 
w^orkers  teaching  them  to  become  leaders  with 
a  greater  understanding  of  the  work  and  know- 
ing how  to  adress  an  audience  without  being 
backward  and  using  the  proper  language  and 
being  able  to  send  God's  message  to  the  people 
in  a  more  forceful  manner  than  we,  the  older 
ones,  who  have  not  had  the  training. 

Y'our  committee  find  from  the  records  that  it 
was  by  the  untiring  efforts  and  zeal  of  this 
Brother  Simeon  Sheffield  assisted  by  Reverend 
W.  J.  Martin,  N.  T.  King  and  other  zealous 
Christians  that  Harmony  Jyiiiaciation  wm  ef- 
ganized. 

We,  your  committee, wish  to  thank  Sister  H. 
S.  Rodgers  for  the  assistance  she  has  render- 
ed us  in  our  labor.  She  has  a  copy  of  the  min- 
utes of  every  meeting  of  the  Harmony  Associa- 
tion since  it  v/as  organized  and  we  request 
that  she  be  presented  with  a  copy  of  this  re- 
port free.  We  wish  to  state  that  there  may  be 
some  errors  in  this  as  the  information  gather- 
ed was  li^m  others  and  not  all  from  the  records 
as  it  was  impossible  to  secure  all  from  records 
but  we  believe  that  this  is  as  near  correct  his- 
tory of  the  Association  as  can  be  gatiicred 
without  a  great  deal  of  time. 
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We  have  an  appendix  or  a  short  history  of 
Pine  Grove  Church  which  we  wish  to  read  as 
we  all  term  Pine  Grove  the  Mother  of  the  As- 
sociation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  mARTY, 

I.  S.  C.  SHEFFIELD, 

GRAHAM  CARTER, 

W.  H.  TUCKER, 

0#mmittee. 


In  February  of  1867  Reverend  >Simeon  Shef- 
field, settled  m  the  Waccassassee  settlement 
at  which  is  now  Judson  in  Lmyj  County,  there 
were  a  few  people  living  tfeere  at  tMmt  time 
Mrs.  Kagan,  James  Oolson,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Love, 
Jack  Gillitt,  Mrs.  Bonie,  Mrs.  East  Colson.  Rev. 
^  there  the  14th  day  of  February,  1867.  Rev- 
erend Siieffield  and  family  spent  the  first  night 
with  Mrs.  Colson,  in  the  following  March  Mrs. 
Hagan  gave  a  rail  splitting  and  quilting  as  was 
me  custom  of  that  time  they  v^ere  expecting 
a  dcince  that  night  but  instead  they  decided  to 
have  preaching  as  there  was  a  Preacher  living 
among  them,  so  tlicy  sent  a  delegation  afb^r 
the    Preacher.    In    due  time  he  arrived  and 
the  text  that  he  used  was  the  words  of  Peter 
v/hero  he  said  to  Cornelius  "With  what  intent 
did  you  send  for  me."  Yv^ith  this  meeting  thev! 
was  established  a  regular  appointment  for  the 
following  third  Sunday  in  each  month  and  Sat- 
urday before.   They  held  services  in  the  oak 
groves  in  fair  weather  and  in  private  homes 
whtn  it  vv^as  raining.  In  the  spring  of  1871  the 
people  gathered  and  built  the  first  Church 
house  of  this  part  of  the  country,  of  p:nc  logs 
and  used  boards  which  thoy  split  from  trees 
for  covering  and  the  Reverend  Kinsey  Chamb- 
ers cam.e  from  Live  Oak,  Florida  to  assist  in 
con'::titut:ng  this  church  and  on  the  11th  day  of 
July  1871  eighteen  members  came  with  letters 
from  Ebaneczer  church  and  Pine  Grove  Bap- 
tist^ Church  was  duly  organized  and  constitited 
with  three  male  members  and  fifteen  female. 


